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SUB J : ANGOLAN REFUGEES IN NAMIBIA AND SOUTH AFRICA 
REF: USUN 482 (NOTAL) AND USUN 272 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF SECRETARY-GENERAL’S NOTE CIRCULATED 
AS SECURITY COUNCIL DOCUMENT S/1 1978 OF FEBRUARY 11, 

DEALING WITH ANGOLAN REFUGEES IN NAMIBIA AND SOUTH AFRICA: 

QTE: NOTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

1. ON 22 JANUARY AND 6 FEBRUARY 1976, RESPECTIVELY, THE 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF SOUTH AFRICA ADDRESSED 
LETTERS TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON THE QUESTION OF 
ASSISTANCE TO ANGOLAN REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS. 

AT THE REQUEST OF THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF SOUTH 
AFRICA TO THE UNITED NATIONS, WHO TRANSMITTED THESE LETTERS, 
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THEY WERE CIRUCLATED AS DOCUMENTS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
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(S/11938 AND S/11970). 

2. IN REPLY TO THE ABOVE-MENTIONED LETTERS, THE SECRETARY- 
GENERAL, ON 11 FEBRUARY 1976, ADDRESSED THE FOLLOWING 
COMMUNICATION TO THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF SOUTH 
AFRICA: 

"I WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF YOUR TWO LETTERS DATED 
22 JANUARY AND 6 FEBRUARY 1976 RESPECTIVELY ON THE QUESTION 
OF ASSISTANCE TO ANGOLAN REFUGEES AND DISPLACED 
PERSONS. 

"IT IS NOTED FROM THE INFORMATION PROVIDED THAT THE PERSONS 
CONCERNED FALL INTO TWO GROUPS, NAMELY THE GROUP WHICH IS 
TO BE FOUND IN FOUR CAMPS LOCATED IN SOUTHERN ANGOLA NEAR 
THE BORDER WITH NAMIBIA, AND THE GROUP CONSISTING OF 
THOSE WHO HAD ARRIVED BY BOATS AT WALVIS BAY. 

"WITH REGARD TO THE FIRST GROUP, IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT 
THE COMMUNICATION OF 22 JANUARY REFERRED 'TO MORE THAN 2,800 
REFUGEES AT THREE LOCATIONS NEAR THE SOUTH WEST AFRICAN BORDER'. 
THE PRECISE LOCATION OF THE CAMPS WAS NOT GIVEN IN THE 
COMMUNICATION OF 22 JANUARY. BUT IT IS NOTED FROM YOUR LETTER 
OF 6 FEBRUARY THAT THESE THREE CAMPS AND A FOURTH ONE 
ARE ALL LOCATED ON ANGOLAN TERRITORY. THIS BEING THE 
CASE, I AM SURE YOU WILL APPRECIATE THAT THE UNITED NATIONS 
WILL NOT BE ABLE TO RESPOND TO A REQUEST FROM SOUTH AFRICA 
FOR ASSISTANCE TO CAMPS SET UP ON ANGOLAN TERRITORY. IN 
THIS REGARD WE HAVE LEARNED THAT A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS HAS VISITED THE 
AREA AND THAT ARRANGEMENTS ARE IN HAND FOR THE DISPATCH 
BY THAT ORGANIZATION OF URGENTLY NEEDED HUMANITARIAN SUPPLIES. 

"ON THE QUESTION OF THOSE PERSONS FROM ANGOLA WHO SOUGHT 
ENTRY AT THE PORT OF WALVIS BAY. IT WILL NO DOUBT BE RECALLED 
THAT THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 
AND I IMMEDIATELY APPEALED THAT HUMANITARIAN CONSIDERATIONS 
APPLY AND THAT THE GROUP BE ALLOWED TO DISEMBARK PENDING A 
SOLUTION TO THEIR PROBLEMS. CONTACT WAS, INTER ALIA, 

ESTABLISHED THROUGH THE ICRC REPRESENTATIVE IN NAMIBIA. 
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"FURTHER, THE OFFICE OF THE UNHCR WAS IN CONTINUOUS CONTACT 
WITH THE SOUTH AFRICAN MISSION IN GENEVA. IN FACT. THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN AMBASSADOR IN GENEVA INFORMED THE UNHCR ON 30 
JANUARY THAT ALL PERSONS ON BORAD THE VESSLES HAD BEEN 
PERMITTED TO DISEMBARK AND THAT THOSE OF PORTUGUESE NATIONALITY 
WOULD RETURN TO PORTUGAL. IT WAS ALSO INDICATED THAT SOME 
324 ANGOLANS RETURNED OF THEIR OWN VOLITION TO ANGOLA. 
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ON THE STRENGTH OF THESE REPORTS, IT WAS ASSUMED THAT THE 
PROBLEM OF THE GROUP IN WALVIS BAY HAD BEEN SATISFACTORILY 
RESOLVED. HOWEVER, ON 6 FEBRUARY THE UNHCR IN GENEVA 
RECEIVED INDICATIONS THAT SOME 100 ANGOLANS WERE STILL ON 
BOATS IN WALVIS BAY. I UNDERSTAND THAT, AT THE REQUEST OF 
THE UNHCR, THE SOUTH AFRICAN AMBASSADOR IN GENEVA IS SEEKING 
A CLARIFICATION OF THIS MATTER. 

"AS I HAVE FREQUENTLY INDICATED, I AM DEEPLY CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS OF THE ANGOLAN CONFLICT. 

BUT, AS IS KNOWN, IT HAS NOT BEEN POSSIBLE SO FAR TO 
INSTITUTE A UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMME OF HUMANITARIAN 
ASSISTANCE. AS SOON AS CONDITIONS PERMIT, THE UNITED NATIONS 
SYSTEM WILL CERTAINLY DO WHATEVER IT CAN TO MEET THE NEEDS OF 
THE SITUATION. 

"IN VIEW OF THE CIRCULATION OF YOURS OF 22 JANUARY 1976 
AND 6 FEBRUARY 1976 AS DOCUMENTS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
(S/1 1938 AND S/1 1970), INSTRUCTIONS ARE BEING GIVEN TO HAVE 
MY REPLY ALSO CIRCULATED AS A SECURITY COUNCIL DOCUMENT." 
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